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SOVIETS CONTINUE INTERFERENCE IN AUSTRIAN DON- 
ESTIC AFFAIRS. An interpellation submitted by Socialist 
Parliament Members Pittermann, Koref and Strasser to the Pre- 
sident of the Austrian Parliament calls attention to the fact 
that the Soviets are continuing 
to interfere in Austria’s domes- 
tic affairs. The following are 
some of the most typical viola- 
tions of Austrian sovereignty be- 
ing committed by the Russians: 
Existing Austrian law allowing 
freedom of association and as- 
sembly is not respected; news- 
papers are confiscated without 
explanation; in many cases per- 
sons serving jail sentences in 
prisons in the Soviet zone are 
kept in confinement even though 
they have been pardoned by the 
Austrian President from serving 
the rest of their terms; agencies 
of the Russian occupation force 
continually violate Austrian re- 
gulations relative to entry and 
exit of persons to and from the 
country, so that Austrian cus- 
toms and passport authorities 
are unable to make a check on 
travellers from Eastern countries; 
persons acceptable to the Soviet 
Union are brought into the coun- 
try and conveyed out without the 
authorization of the Austrian au- 
thorities and often against their 
wishes; the Soviet occupation 
force maintains a network of re- 
tail stores in which merchandise 
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Badgastein (See page 5) 
is sold in violation of Austrian tax, marketing and health re- 
gulations; subsurface resources in the Soviet zone, especial- 
ly petroleum, are exploited by the occupation power without 
the slightest compensation being made to Austria.(Cont’d p.2) 


AUSTRIA WELL EQUIPPED FOR CONVERTIBILITY. Ac- 
cording to a report of the Austrian Institute for Economic Re- 
search, Austria appears to be much better equipped for cur- 
rency convertibility than she was two years ago. As of the 
end of 1954, the gold and foreign 
exchange reserves of the Nation- 
al Bank amounted to 372 million 
dollars, i. e. three-and-a-half 
times as much as at the end of 
1952. This sum includes 285 mil- 
lion US dollars. This means that 
annual imports in the amount of 
16.5 billion schilling, which was 
the import figure for 1954, are 
58% covered by the National 
Bank’s foreign exchange reserves. 
This is a favorable percentage, 
compared with that of many other 
European countries. Of course, 
the achievement of a balance of 
payments with the dollar area is 
still dependent on non-commer- 
cial receipts (dollars from occu- 
_ pation costs) and on a limitation 
of imports from the dollar area. 
Although these limitations have 
been reduced in recent years, for 
the time being an extensive li- 
beralization of the dollar has 
not been effected. 
PLANS TO EXPAND VIENNA 
FAIR. This year’s Vienna Fair 
will occupay a considerably lar- 
ger area than previously. The 
fashion shows are to be held in 
a new hall on the Fair Grounds. 
Moreover, the ‘‘Hall of the Na- 
tions’’ is to be increased to 86,000 sq.ft. and will house the 
motor vehicle exhibition. The Fair Grounds as a whole will 
cover an area of 4,304,000 sq.ft. Some 3,500 exhibitors are 


expected at the Spring Fair, 1,600 of them from foreign coun- 
tries. 


VIENNA VOLKSOPER TO PRESENT OPERAS, OPERETTAS 
AND MUSICALS. This fall the Volksoper will open its doors 
not as the ‘‘little opera house’’ and not as an annex of the 
State Opera but as a new cultural institution, a theater in its 
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own right with its own sharply-defined character. Its sphere 
will be comic opera, folk opera and classical operetta. As an 
artistic experiment and in an effort to invite public discussion, 
the operetta category will also include the American type of 
operetta — the musical. The Volksoper will have its own 
ensemble and its own ballet. Like the State Opera, it will 
celebrate its reopening with a series of premieres designed to 
illustrate the character of the theater. The seven premieres 
scheduled will include 3 operas, 2 classical operettas, 1 mod- 
ern operetta and 1 musical. The opening performance will be 
an opera. Under close consideration for this performance is 
a contemporary work which recently had a successful prem- 
iere in the United States. The final decision will be made by 
the director engaged for the opening presentation. Dr. Her- 
mann Juch, Director of the Volksoper, has an Austrian work 
in mind as the contemporary operetta. Several very well- 
known composers who have thus far been known as writers of 
serious music have become interested in composing works of 
this kind. © 


OVER 100 MILLION DOLLARS SPENT BY AUSTRIA ON 
REFUGEE RELIEF. By her geographic position alone, Aus- 
tria was destined to bear the brunt of the mass of refugees 
which has streamed westward from 1945 to the present time. 
The crest period of this flood came in 1946, when the number 
of refugees totalled one million. It should be remembered that 
this influx took place in a country whose native population 
amounts to barely seven million and which was itself suffer- 
ing from the effects of the war and the four-power occupation. 
At present, only 240,000 refugees are left in the country. 
About 40,000 of these do not speak German. Austria’s activi- 
ties on behalf of these unfortunate refugees and homeless 
persons have been very extensive. 

228,000 Ethnic Germans Granted Austrian Citizenship 

During the past ten years Austria has spent a total of al- 
most 116,161,000 dollars on behalf of refugees and Ethnic 
Germans on Austrian territory. This sum, which came from 
regular budget funds, represents an amazing outlay in the 
light of the country’s overall financial capacity. By the spring 
of 1954, Austrian citizenship had been granted to 228,000 
Ethnic Germans. Moreover, under a law passed in the summer 
of 1954, Ethnic Germans were given the option of obtaining 
citizenship by making a simple statement of intent to be loyal 
Austrian citizens. As early as 1952, laws were enacted by 
the Austrian Parliament enabling Ethnic Germans who had 
not become citizens to enjoy the same privileges as Austrian 
citizens in nearly all fields of employment. Under these ‘‘Equa- 
lization Laws’’ such non-citizen Ethnic Germans have been 
granted the same treatment as Austrians in the matter of dis- 
abled veterans’ pensions, job preference for the disabled and 
Government relief. Such Germnas are basically entitled to the 
same social benefits as Austrians. 

On July 28, 1951, the Austrian Government signed the 
Geneva Convention on the Legal Status of Refugees. Aus- 
tria’s adherence was ratified by the Austrian Parliament in 
the fall of 1953 and the convention will soon be in force in 
the country. Austria is also a member of the International 
Committee for Emigration from Europe, whose aim is to facil- 
itate emigration and give financial aid to homeless and non- 


German-speaking refugees attempting to establish livelihoods 
abroad. In 1953, Austria concluded the ‘‘Gmunden Agree- 
ment’’ with the West German Federal Republic. By the terms 
of this instrument, which deals with social security problems 
of Ethnic Germans, Austria undertook a substantial financial 
commitment. Still another action in connection with refugees 
was the resolution adopted by the Austrian Cabinet on De- 
cember 24, 1952, providing that Ethnic Germans who are not 
affected by the Gmunden Agreement shall receive special 
social security and pension benefits if they fulfil certain re- 
quirements. The bill for this aid will be footed by Austria 
alone. 

More than 800,000 dollars in ERP funds have been spent 
on the incorporation of Fomeless persons and refugees into 
Austrian agriculture. Additional housing for these people was 
provided through the subsidizing by Federal and provincial 
authorities of emergency community building projects. An ad- 
ditional 130,000 is to be allocated for the building and agri- 
cultural settlement programs in behalf of refugees. It is also 
planned to establish a special banking and loan institution 
for the benefit of these people. Under the Second Social Secu- 
rity Agreement between Austria and Western Germany, Ethnic 
Germans in Austria have been given full credit for periods of 
work outside Austria. Non-German-speaking refugees who 
came to Austria no later than December 31, 1951, have been 
accorded the same employment benefits and privileges as 
Austrian citizens. 

Sincere Efforts to Solve Problem 

These Austrian efforts in behalf of the welfare and social 
security of refugees are all the more noteworthy in that Aus- 
tria is only offering them temporary asylum and cannot be 
considered as their native country. For this reason the criti- 
cism of her activities in this sphere, occasionally appearing 
in reports from foreign sources, must be termed completely un- 
founded and hence rejected. This applies particularly to the 
kind of criticism which is limited to giving Austria unsolici- 
ted advice while she is sincerely working to solve the re- 
fugee problem. It is felt that a more useful suggestion would 
be for a distribution of the financial burdens involved among 
all the Western nations, according to their respective econom- 
ic capacities. 


Soviet Interference (Cont'd from page 1) 


Undersecretary of State Ferdinand Graf added that in this 
tenth year of the so-called liberation, Soviet violations of 
Austrian security are especially numerous. Among other 
things, he mentioned the fact that various Soviet commanders 
have ordered that personnel changes in gendarmerie posts be 
carried out only with their prior approval and that they fre- . 
quently issue direct orders to individual police units, by-pass- 
ing the competent authorities. Graf also stated that members 
of police units have frequently had to be transferred from 
their assignments because they were not acceptable to the 
occupying power, that the Soviets are continuing to demand 
that persons who have fled to Austria in search of asylum be 
handed over to them for return to their country of origin and 
that every kind of effort is made to obtain the cooperation of 
Austrian police members in the work of the intelligence ser- 
vice of the Soviet occupation force. 
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LUTHERAN WORLD ASSOCIATION MEETS IN VIENNA. At 
a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World 
Association held in Vienna at the end of February, reports 
were delivered on church conditions in their respective coun- 
tries by representatives of the Lutheran Church bodies in the 
various nations, including those from the newly founded Luth- 
eran Churches in Eastern and Southern Europe. No final de- 
cision was made concerning the location in the United States 
for the third plenary meeting of the Association this summer. 
The theme under which preparations are being carried on for 
this meeting is: ‘‘Free and United in Christ.’’ The Execu- 
tive Committee stressed that the two ideas embodied by ‘‘uni- 
ty’’ and ‘‘freedom’’ belong together. During the period in 
which the Vienna meeting took place, a ceremony was held 
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Society for Protestant 
History in Austria. The celebration was presided over by 
Doctor Kuehnert, professor of church history at Vienna’s 
Evangelical Theological Faculty. 


AUSTRIA TO MINT SILVER COINS AGAIN. The Austrian 
Cabinet has approved a bill presented by the Minister of Fi- 
nance, Dr. Reinhart Kamitz, proposing that silver coins be 
minted once again. The economic boom and consequent finan- 
cial stability in Austria now allow for a return to the pre-war 
practice of minting gold or silver coins which will be is sued 
in honor or commemoration of important events. It is planned 
to issue these in denominations of 10, 20 and 50 schillings 
and the first such coin in circulation will probably be issued 
in 1956 in honor of the Mozart Commemorative Year. 


INCREASED SALES AND OUTPUT AT ELIN COMPANY. The 
1954 report of Elin A.G., a major Austrian producer of electri- 
cal equipment, indicates that as of the end of the year orders 
were 11% higher, in point of value, than at the end of 1953. 
This advance was registered in spite of a fall in prices. This 
volume of orders ensures that, on the average, the plant can 
count on full employment for approximately 16 months. The 
main factor in this development was export business and this 
upward trend emphasizes the need for giving careful attention 
to overseas trade as a vitally important supplement to the 
domestic activities of the Austrian power equipment industry. 
As in previous years, Elin completed a number of important 
assignments during 1954, including Generator I for the Kap- 
run power plant, a 170-ton turbine for the Inn power plant at 
Braunau and the AC oscillation motor for the Boehler Works. 
Among the orders now on the plant’s schedule are a 180.00 
kva transformer with a transformation ratio of 220/110 kv for 
the Tauernkraftwerke A.G. (Tauern Power Plant), one of the 
biggest units of its kind in Europe, which is scheduled for 
delivery shortly. An ‘‘AC electric lathe’’ with a total power 
transmission of 250.00 kva at 60 cycles, was built for the 
U.S. and delivered during 1954. Other interesting projects 
completed during 1954 were a small welding converter of 
special construction, and low-loss power transformers with 
high resistance to atmospheric conditions, which have proved 
successful in tropical countries. In connection with the de- 
velopment of these transformers, the experimental power plant 
in Weiz, when operating on a DC impulse of 2.4 million volts, 
proved as effective as large transformers. 


NEARLY ONE MILLION RECORDS SOLD ANNUALLY IN 
AUSTRIA. At the present time, phonograph record sales in 
Austria are between 900,000 and one million per year, of 
which 50,000 - 60,000 are long-playing records. Experts esti- 
mate that these records represent total sales of 15-18 million 
schillings. The first post-war records were those produced by 
the Austrophon Company in 1946 on the ‘‘Elite’’ label. These 
were followed by Columbia with ‘‘His Master’s Voice’’ labels, 
Musica with ‘‘Decca’’ and ‘‘Telefunken,’’ Hormona, Tempo, 
Czeja with ‘‘Vienola’’ and Philips with the ‘‘Gammaphon,’’ 
‘*Polydor’’ and ‘‘Brunswick’’ labels. One third of the records 
sold by these companies were manufactured entirely in Austria 
while the remainder were produced only partly in Austria or 
else represent imports, particularly in the case of the Ameri- 
can catalogs. Approximately 15% of the records sold were of 
classical music, 10-12% of American jazz, the balance being 
of popular music from ‘‘hits’’ to pot-pourris of operettas. 

In Austria itself, along with the popular music, there is 
great demand for classical recordings, especially as perform- 
ed by the Vienna Philharmonic and Vienna Symphony Orches- 
tra. There is a great demand on the part of foreign companies 
for Austrian folk music, particularly from Tyrol. 


ULTRA SHORT-WAVE HEATING OF THE BODY. The young 
Innsbruck scientist Hans Opitz, who suffered severe frostbite 
during the war, has devised a means of combatting cold feet 
by means of ultra short-waves. The first apparatus embody- 
ing this principle, which is being manufactured by an Inns- 
bruck company on a license basis, has now been installed on 
the Seegrube near Innsbruck. Skiiers whose feet are freezing 
can have them warmed up by dropping a coin into the machine, 
which exerts ist action without melting the snow on the shoes. 
This ‘‘Pedotherm’’ apparatus makes use of the medical prin- 
ciple of short-wave therapy, which involves the heating of the 
body by means of electromagnetic waves. The apparatus, an 
ultra short-wave transmitter operating on a wave-length of 7.3 
meters, starts operating automatically when a coin is inserted. 
It shuts off automatically after a period of radiation which is 
harmless. The ‘‘Pedotherm’’ can be operated by battery or by 
plugging it into the regular power lines. Its rate of power con- 
sumption is very low. 

NEW CULTURAL FILM SHORTS. Producer Bruno Loetsch 
has recently completed another series of four cultural shorts. 
Two of them were filmed inItaly: ‘‘The Golden Coast’’ against 
the background of the scenic shoreline around Sorrento, Amal- 
fi and Capri and ‘‘Tuscany — The Past Lives Again’’ amid the 
Renaissance culture of Florence, Lucca and Pisa. The two 
others deal with Austrian sports; ‘‘The Joy of Sports’’ shows 
the Austrian Government’s encouragement of sports in the 
Federal Sports Schools at Obertraun and Schielleiten and 
‘‘Our Well-loved Torrents’’ gives a graphic idea of the en- 
joyment to be found in paddling around in Austria’s turbulent 
streams. 

CINEMASCOPE COLOR FILM PRODUCTION FOR GRAZ 
STUDIO. A Cinemascope film entitled ‘‘Hofjagd in Ischl’’ 
(Court Hunting in Ischl) is to be produced in color at the 
Thalerhof studio, near Graz, for a cost of 6 million schillings. 
Production of the film will be jointly undertaken by the ‘‘Pat- 
ria-Filmkunst’’ of Graz and the Tonfilm Ges. of Munich. 











March 12, 1955 Austrian Information 


Page 4 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


GRAZ SUMMER FESTIVAL. The Administrative Committee 
of the Graz Festival has decided to hold the 1955 Summer 
Festival from June 18th to July 10th. In addition to the tra- 
ditional opening performance of Beethoven’s ‘‘Fidelio,’’ a 
Handel opera will be presented on the Schlossberg stage. 
The Vienna Burgtheater ensemble will also take part in the 





Festival. The schedule for the Burggarten will include per- 
formances by a Yugoslav dance group and a Johann Strauss 
concert, while a serenade and Stravinsky’s ‘‘L’Histoire du 
Soldat’’ will be performed in the court of the old Joanneum. 
An extensive exhibition of French and German impressionists 
is planned for the Kuenstlerhaus and there, too, Schoenberg’s 
‘*Pierrot Lunaire’’ is to be given. Three evening and four af- 
ternoon Concerts at Eggenberg Castle will precede the two per- 
formances of Beethoven’s Ninth which will end the Festival. 





SALZBURG FESTIVAL July 24 — August 30, 1955 


CONDUCTORS: Karl Boehm, Edwin Fischer, HansKnappertsbusch, Rafael Kubelik, Charles Munch, Bernhard Paumgartner, 
George Szell. DIRECTORS: Herbert Graf, Oskar Schuh, Josef Gielen, Ernst Lothar, Guenther Rennert, Margarete Wallmann. 


JULY, 1955 
Sunday 24 Everyman (Domplatz) 5:00 P.M. 
Monday 25 Magic Flute (Felsenreitschule) 7:30 P.M. 
Tuesday 26 lst Orchestral Concert (Festspielhaus) 8:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 27 Ist Chamber Concert (Mozarteum) 8:00 P.M. 
lst Serenade (Residenz) 9:00 P.M. 
Thursday 28 Ist Soloist Concert (Festspielhaus) 8:00 P.M. 
lst Church Music Concert (Aula) 8:00 P.M. 
Friday 29. 2nd Chamber Concert (Mozarteum) 8:00 P.M. 
2nd Serenade (Residenz) 9:00 P.M. 
Saturday 30 2nd Soloist Concert (Mozarteum) 8:00 P.M. 
3rd Serenade (Residenz) 9:00 P.M. 
Sunday 31 lst Matinee (Mozarteum) 11:00 A.M. 
Everyman (Domplatz) 5:00 P.M. 
2nd Orchestral Concert (Mozarteum) 8:00 P.M. 


AUGUST, 1955 


Wednesday 10 Abduction from the Seraglio (Landesth.) 
5th Serenade (Residenz) 
Thursday 11 Ist Ballet (Felsenreitschule) 
Friday 12 Cabal and Love (Landestheater) 
Ariadne at Naxos (Festspielhaus) 
Saturday 13 4th Soloist Concert (Festspielhaus) 
4th Chamber Concert (Mozarteum) 
6th Serenade (Residenz) 


Monday 1 Palestrina (Festspielhaus) 7:00 P.M. 
Tuesday 2 Magic Flute (Felsenreitschule) 7:30 P.M. 
Wednesday 3 Abduction from the Seraglio (Landesth.) 7:30 P.M. 
2nd Church Music Concert (Aula) 8:00 P.M. 
Thursday 4 2nd Matinee (Mozarteum) 11:00 A.M. 
3rd Soloist Concert (Mozarteum) 8:00 P.M. 
4th Serenade (Residenz) 9:00 P.M. 
Friday 5 Cabal and Love (Landestheater) 7:30 P.M. 
Saturday 6 Ariadne at Naxos (Festspielhaus) 7:30 P.M. 
Sunday 7 Everyman (Domplatz) 5:00 P.M. 
3rd Orchestral Concert (Festspielhaus) 8:30 P.M. 
Monday 8 Magic Flute (Felsenreitschule) 7:30 P.M. 
3rd Chamber Music Concert (Mozarteum) 8:00 P.M. 
Tuesday 9 Palestrina (Festspielhaus) 7:00 P.M. 

7:30 P. 

9:00 P. 

8:00 P. 

7:30 P. 

7:30 P. 

8:00 P. 

8:00 P. 

9:00 P 


<SSSEESE5 


oO 
oO 


PRODUCERS: Oskar Kokoschka, Caspar Neher. 


Sunday 14 3rd Matinee (Mozarteum) l 
Everyman (Domplatz) 
Abduction from the Seraglio (Landestheat) 
3rd Church Music Concert (Aula) 
Monday 15 Everyman (Domplatz) 
2nd Ballet (Felsenreitschule}) 
Tuesday 16 Cabal and Love (Landestheater) 
Magic Flute (Felsenreitschule) 
Wednesday 17 Irish Legend (Festspielhaus) 
Thursday 18 Ariadne at Naxos (Festspielhaus) 
5th Chamber Concert (Mozarteum) 
Friday 19 Palestrina (Festspielhaus) 
Saturday 20 4th Matinee (Mozarteum) 
Irish Legend (Festspielhaus) 
7th Serenade (Residenz) 
Sunday 21 4th Orchestral Concert (Festspielhaus) 1 
Everyman (Domplatz) 
Abduction from the Seraglio (Landesth.) 
3rd Ballet (Felsenreitschule) 
Monday 22 Cabal and Love (Landestheater) 
Ariadne at Naxos (Festspielhaus) 
Tuesday 23 _ Irish Legend (Festspielhaus) 
6th Chamber Concert (Mozarteum) 
Wednesday 24 5th Orchestral Concert (Festspielhaus) 
4th Church Music Concert (Aula) 
Thursday 25 Palestrina (Festspielhaus) 
8th Serenade (Residenz) 
Friday 26 Magic Flute (Felsenreitschule) 
7th Chamber Concert (Mozarteum) 
Saturday 27 Cabal and Love (Landestheater) 
Irish Legend (Festspielhaus) 
Sunday 28 5th Matinee (Mozarteum) 
Everyman (Domplatz) 
Abduction from the Seraglio (Landesth.) 
4th Ballet (Felsenreitschule) 
Monday 29 Ariadne at Naxos (Festspielhaus) 
5th Church Music Concert (Aula) 
Tuesday 30 £6th Orchestral Concert (Festspielhaus) 
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BREGENZ FESTIVAL July 21 — August 15, 1955 
CONDUCTORS: Volkmar Andreae, Karl Boehm, Hans Lenzer, Hans Moltkau, Rudolf Moralt, Alfredo Simonetto. 


PRODUCERS: 

JULY, 1955 
Thursday 21 Cabal and Love (Theater am Kornmarkt) 8.30 P.M. 
Friday 22 Cabal and Love (Theater am Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Saturday 23 A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Sunday 24 Cabal and Love (Theater am Kornmarkt) 3:00 P.M. 

A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Monday 25 Ballet (Town Hall) 8:30 P.M. 
Tuesday 26 Ist Orchestral Concert (Town Hall) 8:30 P.M. 
Wednesday 27 Cabal and Love (Theater am Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 

Serenade (Martinsplatz) 8:30 P.M. 
Thursday 28 Ballet (Town Hall) 8:30 P.M. 
Friday 29. 2nd Orchestral Concert (Town Hall) 8:30 P.M. 
Saturday 30 A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Sunday 31 Orchestral Matinee (Town Hall) 10:30 A.M. 

A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 


AUGUST, 1955 


Monday 1 The Peasant Millionaire (Theater am 

Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
ART EXHIBITIONS will be held during the period of the Festival in 
the Vorarlberg National Museum and in the Thurn and Taxis Palace. 


Marcello Cortis, Adolf Rott. 
Tuesday 2 The Peasant Millionaire (Theater am 


Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Wednesday 3. A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Thursday 4 The Peasant Millionaire (Theater am 
Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Ballet (Town Hall) 8:30 P.M. 
Friday 5 The Peasant Millionaire (Theater am 
Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Saturday 6 A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Sunday 7 A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Tuesday 9 The Barber of Seville (Theater am 
Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Wednesday 10 A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Thursday 11 The Barber of Seville (Theater am 
Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Friday 12 The Barber of Seville (Theater am 
Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 
Saturday 13 A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Sunday 14. A Night in Venice (on the Lake) 8:30 P.M. 
Monday 15 The Barber of Seville (Am Kornmarkt) 8:30 P.M. 


THE EXPORT AND SAMPLE FAIR will be held at Dornbirn from 
July 29 to August 7. 
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AUSTRIA’S HEALTH RESORTS — A SURVEY OF HER SPAS AND NATURAL SPRINGS 


One might almost think that Nature generously created 
Austria in order to give health and renewed joy in life to 
those who are overworked, exhausted and worn out. In cases 
where rest alone is no longer sufficient and active remedial 
treatment is necessary during the vacation period in order to 
effect a cure, or prevent serious damage of a permanent na- 
ture, Austria’s spas can be a blessing. The hydrotherapy 
provided by natural spring waters, combined with dietary 
measures, rest, change of scenery and routine in a climate 
beneficial to health, bestow renewed health and bodily well- 
being upon the visitor. The latest discoveries of modern med- 
icine in the fields of hormone research and the nervous sys- 
tem have led to renewed emphasis on general treatment of the 
patient in medical therapy. Along with maximum specializa- 
tion in their respective areas, spa treatments afford a combi- 
nation of special handling of individually diseased organs 
and of the general treatment which is necessary for recovery. 
This is the great value of balneo therapy and the task as- 
signed these therapeutic resorts by modern medicine. 

There are at least 100 localities in Austria which have 
become famous from time to time for their health baths. How- 
ever, only those baths situated in scenically beautiful and 
climatically favorable areas which featured abundant springs 
with especially effective pharmacological mineral qualities 
have achieved widespread reputations. 

Bad Gastein (Salzburg province, U.S. zone of occupation) 
stands in the front rank of such spas, situated as it is approx- 
imately 3,250 ft. above sea level, amid magnificent mountain 
scenery overshadowed by the 10,000-ft. peaks of the Central 
Alps — a meeting place of the fashionable world. The hot 
radioactive waters of this bath are graphically described as 
fountains of eternal youth. Their preventive and curative po- 
tentialities, particularly in the case of the more painful rheu- 
matic diseases, nervous disorders, diseases of old age and 
wasting diseases have been extended substantially in recent 
years as a result of the successful hyperthermia treatment 
carried out in the thermal tunnel in the famous Radhausberg. 
This alpine retreat is accessible by means of a gondola lift, 
three chair lifts and two tow lifts. The skier can find slopes 
of every degree of difficulty to choose from. 

Hofgastein, situated a few kilometers north of Bad Ga- 
stein at an altitude of 2620 ft., is a resort of somewhat more 
modest proportions but uses the same network of springs, the 
same types of treatment and the same sports facilities as 
Bad Gastein. 

Solebad Ischl, forming a part of a charming landscape, 
is the most famous bath resort in the province immediately to 
the east of Salzburg, Upper Austria (US zone of occupation), 
the center of whose tourist activity is the Salzkammergut 
with its numerous lakes set against a mountain background. 
It was once renowned as the summer residence of the Aus- 
trian Imperial House and as the home of the last great master 
of the Austrian operetta, Franz Lehar. A modern therapeutic 
station, with the most varied equipment and facilities, offers 
inhalation treatments, treatment in pneumatic chambers for 
high and low blood pressure, mud baths, mud packs, under- 


water treatments etc. — all in addition to the regular treat- 
ment involving drinking of and bathing in mineral water. 
Treatment at the spa has proved successful in diseases of 
the respiratory tract, rheumatic conditions, dystonia of the 
autonomic hervous system and metabolic and glandular dis- 
eases. 

Schallerbach (1,000 ft.), a few kilometers to the north- 
west of the growing city of Wels, features a hot sulfur spring 
gushing forth in a powerful stream. This spring water feeds 
the extensive bathing installations of a big modern balneo- 
station with facilities for underwater therapy. Treatment at 
Bad Schallerbach is especially successful in all kinds of 
subacute and chronic rheumatic diseases of an inflammatory 
or degenerative nature, post-traumatic joint, bone, muscle 
anc nerve injuries, diseases of the metabolism and sequelae 
from infantile paralysis. 

Gallspach (1,150 ft.), which is 8 miles to the West, is 
the site of the Zeileis Ambulatorium for radio-therapy which 
was built in 1929. It has become famous particularly for its 
treatment of diseases of the nervous and endocrine systems. 

Bad Hall (1300 ft.), at the edge of the Alps and 22 miles 
south of the Upper Austrian capital of Linz, is Europe’s spa 
for eye diseases. Its medical achievements are based on its 
possession of the most powerful iodine-bromide-brine springs 
in Central Europe and on thorough scientific research. In ad- 
dition to the regular drinking and bathing treatments depend- 
ing on the disease involved, use is made of inhalation, spray, 
electric shock, and aerosol treatments, heat packs and other 
types of hydrotherapy, mechanotherapy, and electrotherapy, 
all prescribed in accordance with individual requirements. 
Treatment at Bad Hall is successful not only in eye diseases 
but also in injuries to the circulatory system in the broadest 
sense, especially high blood pressure, arteriosclerosis, peri- 
foral vascular disturbances, sequelae from strokes and chron- 
ic inflammations. 

Goisern (1650 ft.), located in a wide Salzkammergut val- 
ley circled by mountains, features a sulfur spring containing 
small quantities of iodine. The spring was discovered during 
geological test borings in 1874. A modern spa hotel was open- 
ed in 1953 to use the water of the spring in the treatment of 
joint diseases, skin diseases, disturbances of the metabolism, 
vascular diseases and residual conditions due to earlier in- 
flammatory processes. 


Bad Weinberg, with its iron sulfate spring, offers an un- 
usual type of mineral water which has been used success- 
fully in treating skin diseases and iron deficiency anemia. 

Wimsbach-Neydharting, has given new impetus to peat 
bath therapy, especially treatment with black water and sus- 
pended peat matter, both in Austria and neighboring countries. 
Combined with massage treatments, the baths and packs giv- 
en at this spa are used in the treatment of rheumatism, neu- 
ralgias, women’s diseases and local disorders. 

Bad Aussee (2000 ft.), in the Styrian Sal zkamm ergut (Brit- 
ish zone of occupation), adjacent to the southern part of Up- 
per Austria, makes use of the salt brine of an Alpine salt 
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mine. This small spa, charmingly situated in a broad valley 
encircled by mountains, just like Bad Ischl, although on a 
smaller scale, offers baths, inhalation and mud-pack treat- 
ments, treatment in pneumatic chambers {and other types of 
electrotherapy and hydrotherapy. And as is the case with 
Ischl, treatment at this spa is primarily for diseases of the 
respiratory tract, the heart, the vascular system, rheumatic 
diseases and nervous disorders. 

Bad Gleichenberg (930 ft.), a charming spot in the south- 
east corner of. Styria (British zone of occupation), is distin- 
guished by its mild, healthful subalpine climate and high- 
quality mineral waters containing sodium. Its natural carbon 
dioxide baths, in combination with drinking treatments, mine- 
ral inhalations, pneumatic chamber treatment with respiratory 
apparatus, biomotors, breathing exercises and massages, pro- 
vide relief and cures especially in the case of catarrhal dis- 
eases, asthma, emphysema, injuries to the heart and circula- 
tory system and diseases of the urinary tract. 

Wildbad Einoed(2220 ft.), with its calcium sulfate springs 
used in the treatment of kidney and bladder diseases and 
Woerschach (2920), with its sulfur baths for rheumatic dis- 
eases, sciatica and skin diseases, are two other spas locat- 
ed in Styria, 

Warmbad Villach (1650 ft.)is a friendly little spa nestling 
in a broad, park-like landscape encircled by dark pine forests, 
in Carinthia (British zone of occupation), south of the rail- 
road junction of Villach. Carinthia is situated south of the 
main ridge of the Alps and is therefore the Austrian province 
with the lowest rate of precipitation. This spa features a 
simple hot spring which is useful in the treatment of minor 
rheumatic diseases, the sequelae of injuries, states of ex- 
haustion and for convalescing patients. 

Altho fen (2140 ft.), with its mud baths used for treating 
sciatica, rheumatic and women’s diseases, and Bad Klein- 
kirchheim (2140 ft.), with its high-mountain climate, simple 
cold spring used in the treatment of nervous diseases and in 
convalescent treatments, are two other Carinthian health 
spas. 

Solbad Hall (1680 ft.) is 6 miles from Innsbruck, the capi- 


tal of Tyrol (French zone of occupation), Austria’s most fa- 
mous tourist province, combines scenery, culture and old 
traditions making it an inspiring and beautiful area. Using 
Alpine rock-salt brines, like the other brine baths in the pro- 
vince, its modern therapeutic center offers inhalation, pneu- 
matic chamber and underwater therapy combined with the use 
of electrotherapy, mud packs, etc. This bath is indicated .for 
diseases of the respiratory tract, women’s diseases, rheumat- 
ic diseases, disturbances of the circulatory system, dystonia 
of the autonomic nervous system. 

Seefeld, the famous winter sports center, also has a small 
spa with radioactive sulfur springs — a fact not generally 
known. It specializes in the treatment of rheumatism, sciati- 
ca and diseases of the digestive organs. 

Tyrol has likewise long been famous for a large number 
of smaller spas where hydrotherapy, based on local cold or hot 
spring resources, was developed on an empirical basis. These 
spas do not offer much comfort but nevertheless attract visi- 


tors because of their location in charming alpine valleys, e.g. 
Bad Medraz near Fulpmes, Bad Mehrn near Brixlegg, Bad 
Rothenbrunn near Sellraintal, Bad Weitlanbrunn in East Tyrol, 
Volderwildbad, etc. Hintertux (4500 ft.), situated at the end 
of the Zillertal, features a high-altitude swimming pool fed 
by hot spring waters. Oblades (3870 ft.), with mineral water 
containing sulfate and alkaline earths, is noted for its treat- 
ment of respiratory tract diseases and for its convalescence 
treatments. 

Lower Austria and Burgenland (both Russian zone of oc- 
cupation), have a large number of spas and famous balneo- 
stations. Baden near Vienna (768 ft.), Austria’s outstanding 
spa for the treatment of rheumatism, is among the most fa- 
mous in the country. It is probably one of the oldest curing 
places in Europe and was called ‘‘Aquae’’ by the Romans. 
Within this little health resort town, surrounded by pine for- 
ests and vineyards, many happy days were spent by Mozart, 
Beethoven, Grillparzer and many other masters of music, 
poetry and art who created many masterpieces while staying 
there. Some 1.7 million gallons of warm water, ready for bath- 
ing, are provided every day by 15 hydrogen sulfide springs. 
Baden is visited mainly by patients suffering from chronic 
rheumatic diseases of the muscles, nerves and joints, pa- 
tients with degenerative diseases of the joints and the spine, 
nervous disorders and skin diseases. 

Bad Voeslau (830 ft.), at the edge of the Vienna woods 
and not far from Baden, has as its major attraction, three 
small bathing pools fed by hot spring water. 

Bad Deutsch Altenburg (520 ft.), with its hot-sulfur spring, 
located on the majestically flowing Danube below Vienna, 
is recommended for the same diseases as Baden. 

Bad Tatzmannsdorf (1030 ft.) in Burgenland, whose mine- 
ral waters contain calcium and sodium and which also fea- 
tures peat baths, has become famous for its successes in the 
treatment of women’s diseases and heart disorders. Its new 
hotel was opened in 1954. Even within the city of Vienna 
itself there is a sulfur bath, the Pfann’sche Mineralbad in the 
Meidling district, which is very popular for the treatment of 
local ambulatory cases. 

In addition to these spas, Austria also offers health re- 
sorts known for their invigorating climate in the higher and 
lower slopes of the Alps, e.g. Igls near Innsbruck, Kitzbue- 
hel and Seefeld in Tyrol, Zell-am-See in Salzburg, Poert- 
schach and Velden on the Woerthersee and Millstatt on the 
Millstaettersee in Carinthia, Mariazell, the Semmering, Moe- 
nichkirchen, Puchberg on the Schneeberg and Reichenau — 
these are all tourist centers which enjoy a fine reputation as 
centers of summer and winter social and sports events, meet- 
ing places of society and recreation centers. These locali- 
ties, with their favorable climatic conditions, provide relief 
and cure in minor diseases of the respiratory tract, dystonia 
and functional disturbances of the autonomic nervous system 
and in states of nervous exhaustion. They are therefore ap- 
propriate for convalescence following other types of treat- 
ment, after sickness and operations. The patient who visits 
them leaves recovered, strengthened and with a new outlook 
on life. 
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AUSTRIAN MUSIC MAGAZINE CELEBRATES TENTH ANNI- 
VERSARY. Shortly after the end of the war, Dr. Peter Lafite, 
the son of the famous Austrian composer Carl Lafite, founded 
the ‘‘Oesterreichische Musikzeitschrift,’’ a music magazine 
for both laymen and professionals. In celebration of its tenth 
year of publication, the magazine has now issued a special 
number containing many interesting articles by prominent per- 
sonalities and leading figures in the world of music. The for- 
ward is written by Dr. Heinrich Drimmel, Austrian Minister of 
Education and Elisabeth Lafite, widow of the magazine’s 
founder, presents a survey of the tasks fulfilled by the publi- 
cation during the past ten years. Contributions by composers 
include remarks by Johann Nepomuk David on ‘‘Construction 
and Counterpoint,’’ an article by Ernst Krenek on his ‘‘Pallas 
Athene’’ symphony and a description by Egon Wellesz of the 
works he has written at Oxford. A considerable amount of 
space is devoted to reports on contemporary musical activity 
in the various Austrian provinces. Wilhelm Waldstein writes 
about ‘‘Viennese Music and the Response of the Public.’’ 
Robert Kehldorfer, of Klagenfurt, presents a ‘‘Lexicon of Ca- 
rinthian Composers.’’ Robert Schollum of Linz, in an article 
entitled ‘‘Under the Spell of the Capital,’’ deals with contem- 
porary composers of Upper Austria and Erich Marckhl repre- 
sents Styria, which has always produced a great many com- 
posers. Eduard Preussner of the City of Festivals offers a 
survey of Salzburg’s outstanding musical personalities. The 
report on Tyrol and Vorarlberg is made by Alois Forer. Ernst 
Toch raises a thorny question in his article: ‘‘What is good 
music?’’ Former Envoy Heinrich Schmid describes encounter- 
ing Austrian music while living abroad. Erik Werba, teacher, 
composer and accompanist of famous artists, presents a de- 
tailed account of teachers who are also active composers. 
Professor Heinrich Kralik, drawing on his extensive know- 
ledge of the subject, contributes an article on radio music. 
Of special interest is an attempt to catalog the names, pub- 
lishers and type of all Austrian musical magazines which 
have appeared since 1770 by Dr. Dolf Lindner. The anniver- 
sary issue also features a facsimile of the first page of the 
score of Anton Heiller’s ‘‘Psalm Cantata,’’ which he wrote 
on commission from ‘‘Oesterreichische Musikzeitschrift,’’ 
facsimiles from works by Krenek, Wellesz, Toch and David, 
and a photograph of the magazine’s founder which appear on 
the first page. 


GRILLPARZER PLAYS PERFORMED IN NEW YORK IN 
BURKHARD'S TRANSLATIONS. On March 14th and 15th, a 
group of young actors known as ‘‘The John Hall Players’’ 
will perform Franz Grillparzer’s trilogy{‘The Golden Fleece, ”’ 
at The John Hall Memorial, 342 East 63rd Street in New York. 
The producer-director, Milton Miltiades, has chosen this tri- 
logy for his third consecutive offering to the International 
Theater Month. The translator of this nineteenth century Aus- 
trian work is Arthur Burkhard, former Harvard professor. Mr. 
Miltiades chose the Grillparzer trilogy because he felt it 
dramatizes the aim of Article One of the UNESCO Constitu- 
tion — the characters, despite their presentation as the 
Greeks of Euripides are, like the natives of any nation, hu- 
man beings of warm emotions, transcending the artificial bar- 


riers of nationality or class. The trilogy includes three plays, 
‘‘The Guest-Friend,’’ ‘‘The Argonauts’’ and ‘‘Medea.’’ The 
first two plays will be given on the first evening and the last 
on the following evening. 

Arthur Burkhard has also translated the following works 
of Grillparzer, all of them published by The Register Press, 
Yarmouth Port, Massachusetts: ‘‘A Faithful Servant of His 
Master,’’ ‘‘Family Strife in Hapsburg,’’ ‘“The Jewess of Tole- 
do,’’ ‘‘Esther’’ and ‘‘Sappho.’’ Henry H. Stevens has _trans- 
lated the following Grillparzer dramas: ‘‘Hero and Leander,’’ 
‘King Ottocar, His Rise and Fall,’’ ‘“Thou Shalt not Lie,’’ 
‘‘Libussa’’ and ‘‘A Dream Is Life’’ which have also been 
published by The Register Press. 

AUSTRIAN ARTIST REPRESENTED AT ARNOT GALLERY. 
An exhibition organized by the Arnot Gallery of the Museum 
of the City of Elmira, N.Y., includes a number of etchings, 
lithographs, prints, watercolors and photographs of designs 
by the young Austrian painter and designer, Guenther Kraus. 
One part of the exhibition is made up of the ‘‘Creative Photo- 
graph’’ collection of the Museum of Modern Art, which includes 
graphic photography and newspaper publications of works by 
the artist, including his studies in lithograph watercolor from 
the new kindergarten in Villach, Austria. 

Guenther Kraus studied painting and the graphic arts in 
Vienna under C. L. Martin, H. Boeckl, Paris von Guethersloh 
and R. Eigenberger. He also studied in Switzerland and he 
has worked as a portrait painter in Paris and other large 
French cities. The-scope of his artistic activity is very wide, 
ranging from murals, paintings and stained glass windows for 
modern churches in Austria, to mosaic floors for the Houses 
of Parliament in Ankara, Turkey, a soldier’s memorial and 
the complete interior decoration of Austria’s most modern 
kindergarten at Villach, as well as to book illustrations, 
and portrait painting. He has held successful exhibits in 
Austria, France and Switzerland as well as at the Art Alli- 
ance, the Print Club, the Art Museum and the Rosenwald Col- 
lection in Philadelphia. At the moment he is working on his 
first important commission in the United States — a mon- 
strance for a Catholic parish in New York City. Critics ap- 
plaud Mr. Kraus’ ‘‘power of expression,’’ his ‘‘subtle feeling 
for ornament and rhythm of design,’’ and his genuine instinct 
for ‘‘the signs of our time’’ expressed in a ‘‘strong and mas- 
terly technique. ’’ 


VIENNA PUBLISHING HOUSE ISSUES WORKS OF AUSTRIAN 
WATER-COLORISTS. The Vienna publishing firm of Brueder 
Rosenbaum is issuing a series of volumes entitled ‘‘ Austrian 
Water-Colorists’’ under the editorial supervision of Fritz No- 
votny. Containing introductions and descriptions written by 
outstanding authorities in the history of art, these volumes 
include 24 highly faithful color reproductions of outstanding 
works by Austrian water-color painters of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. In addition to the bound volumes, there is also a 
portfolio edition with each reproduction detached. Thus far 
the first two volumes in the series have been issued. The 
first of these, containing an article by Ludwig Muenz, is de- 
voted to Rudolf von Alt. The second features the works of 
Oskar Laske and is edited by Fritz Novotny. Subsequent 
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volumes will be devoted to the Austrian painters Anton Roma- 
ko, August von Pettenkofen, Peter Fendi and Oskar Kokosch- 
ka. 

AUSTRIAN ARTISTS’ EXHIBIT IN NEW YORK. The De 
Braux Gallery, 131 East 56th Street, New York City, is ex- 
hibiting a selection of paintings by contemporary Austrian 
artists. Landscapes by Alfred Wickenburg, gouaches by Hugo 
Schoenborn and works of the surrealist, Franz Rogler, are on 
display. Works by Claus Pack, Mario Decleva and the abstrac- 
tions of Peter Palffy are also being shown. 


NEWS FROM THE THEATER. On February 26 and 27 the Vien- 
na Burgtheater will give guest performances of Shakespeare’s 
‘‘King Richard II’’ in Salzburg in an exchange project ar- 
ranged between the Burgtheater and the Austrian Provincial 
Theaters. At the end of March, under the same exchange pro- 
ject, the Salzburg Theater will perform Strindberg’s ‘‘To Da- 
mascus,’’ Georg Rendl’s ‘‘Stay With Us, Vianney’’ and Felix 
Braun's ‘‘Rudolf der Stifter’’ at the Vienna Burgtheater. Dates 
for exchange performances by the Graz and Innsbruck Thea- 
ters have yet to be set. The Vienna Burgtheater will partici- 
pate in the Bregenz Festival with a performance of Ferdinand 
Raimund’s ‘‘The Peasant Millionaire’’ and Friedrich Schil- 
ler’s ‘‘Cabal and Love.’’ 

March 14th to March 19th, the Burgtheater will tour Yu- 
goslavia, with Goethe's ‘‘Iphigenia’’ and Arthur Schnitzler’s 
‘‘Light O’Love’’ and ‘‘Parting Supper.’’ Performances will be 
given in Belgrade, Zagreb and Lubljana. 

During the Vienna Festival, a cast from the Shakespeare 


Memorial Theatre at Stratford-on- Avon, headed by Sir John 
Gielgud and Peggy Ashcroft, will appear at the Burgtheater. 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’’ and ‘‘King Lear’’ are the plays 
scheduled. After leaving Vienna, the British cast will tour 
Zurich, Berlin, Copenhagen, Holland and London. 


FIRST PERFORMANCES. ‘‘Die Erde ist wieder bewohnbar”’ 
(The Earth is Habitable Once Again), a new play by the Linz 
dramatist Franz Puehringer, opened at the Vienna Akademic 
theater in mid-December. The author of this play, which deals 
with the problem of the A-bomb, was awarded first prize ina 
drama contest sponsored by the province of Upper Austria. 
The leads in this first performance were taken by Albin Sko- 
da and Lona Dubois, who portrayed the only female character 
in the play. 

A new play by the Salzburg dramatist Georg Rend, ‘‘Blei- 
ben Sie bei uns, Vianney!’’ (Stay with Us, Vianney!), had a 
successful premiere at the Salzburg Provincial Theater at the 
beginning of December. The theme of the play is the life of 
Jean Baptiste Marie Vianney (1786—1859), parson of Ars who 
was canonized in 1952. 


VIENNESE PAINTER COMMISSIONED FOR WORK IN CHI. 
CAGO. The Viennese painter Rudolf Domiczek has accepted 
an offer from the new Swedish Church, presently under con- 
struction at 99th and S. Claremont in Chicago, Illinois, to do 
a painting entitled ‘‘The Sermon of the Mount.’’ Domiczek, 
a pupil of the late Professor Rudolf Jettmar, is known in the 
United States for his landscapes. 
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